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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) In a system having a s e t top box roooiving programmin g 
content and a display d e vio e for displaying th e programming content, a method for recording a 
firot chann e l inoludod in tho programming content while displaying a second chann e l on the 
display device, th e method comprising tho acts of: ln a system having a set top box receiving 
digital programming content comprised of multiple channels, and wherein the programming 
content of each channel is provided to the set top box in an encoded digital format determined by 
the provider of the content, a method for recording one or more selected channels without 
decoding them prior to recording so as to store them in the same encoded digital format as 
determined by the content provider in order not to degrade the recording quality of the selected 
channels, and thereby also permitting display of one of the recorded channels while recording 
another one of the selected channels, the method comprising the acts of: 

receiving at the set top box digital programming content which is comprised of 
any or any combination of satellite transmissions, cable television transmissions, local 
television transmissions, radio transmissions. Internet data. MPEG video or audio, video 
streams, or audio streams, and wherein the digital programming content is encoded in a 
digital format that is determined by a content provider and wherein the digital format of 
at least one channel is other than MPEG: 

isolating and thereby selecting the at least one channel from the programming 
content with a tuner,_demodu1ator and transport demultiplexer of the set top box receiver; 
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storing the digital content of the at least one channel on a storage medium without 
decoding it so as to store it using the same digital format with which the at least one 
channel was received at the set top box in order to store the digital content of the at least 
one channel without degrading it 

retrieving digital content of a second channel from the storage medium that has 
previously been stored prior to decoding: 

decoding the digital content of the second channel into an analog format ibr 
display at a display device while storing the digital content of the at least one channel on 
the storage medium: and 

displaying the decoded analog format of the content of the second channel on the 
display device. 

receiving tho programming content at the s e t top box; 

tuning a first stream from tho programming content with a tuner; 

d e multiplexing tho firot stream with a tran s port to produc e a first chas ae^ 

s toring the first channol on q otorag e m e dium at tho oot top box prior to d e cod i ng 
the fimt channel with a decoder couplod to o transport output, in ord e r to stor e th e first 
chann e l without d e grading th e first channels wher e in the transport output can be 
s e lectiv e ly d e coupl e d from tho dooodcr; 

r e trieving a sooond channel from tho storage - m e d i um; 

d eooding tho second ohannol with th e d e coder whilo storing the first chann e l on 
the storage medium; and 

displaying th e s e cond chann e l on the display do vieo - without using th e tuner -; 
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2. (Canceled) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the act of tuning further 
comprises the act of demodulating the first stream. 

3. (Canceled) A method as defined in claim 2, wherein the act of tuning further 
comprises the act of demultiplexing the first stream to produce a channel. 

4. (Canceled) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the act of storing the first 
stream further comprises the act of storing a channel included in the first stream. 

5. (Canceled) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the act of displaying a 
second stream further comprises the act of decoding the second stream. 

6. (Canceled) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the second stream comprises 
a channel that has been previously tuned by the tuner and stored on the storage medium. 

7. (Canceled) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein die first stream comprises a 
digital channel. 

8. (Canceled) A method as defined in claim 7, wherein the act of storing the digital 
channel is conducted without performing any digital to analog conversion on the digital channel 
prior to storing the digital channel on the storage medium. 

9. (Canceled) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the programming content is 
received from a transponder on a satellite. 
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10. (Currently Amended) In o ayrtcm roooiving digital programming content 
including a plurality of chonnolo, a mothod for recording a chann e l inolud e d in tho plurality of 
nhnnnnln withmit rtaprnriing tho channol T the method oompriginp the acts of: In a system having a 
set top box receiving digital programming content comprised of multiple channels, and wherein 
the programming content of each channel is provided to the set top box in an encoded digital 
format determined bv the provider of the content, a method for recording one or more selected 
channels without decoding them, prior to recording so as to store them in the same encoded 
digital format as determined bv the content provider in order not to degrade the recording quality 
of the selected channels, the method comprising the acts of: 

tuning and demodulating the digital programming content to identify multiple 

channels contained by the programming contents and wherein the content of each channel 

is encoded in a digital format that is determined bv a content provider and wherein the 

digital format of at least one channel is other than MPEG; 

demultiplexing the multiple channels of the transport stream with a transport 

demultiplexer in order to select the at least one channel; and 

recording on a storage medium the at least one channel without decoding it so as 

to store it using the same digital format with which the at least one channel was received 

at the set top box in order to store the digital content of the at least one cha nnel withmit 

degrading it. 

tuning and demodulating the programming content to identify the plurality - frf 
chann e ls; 

demultiplexing tho plurality of chann e ls with a transport to s e l e ct tho chann e l, 
whciroin the channe l is digitally encod e d; 
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reoordingth e ohann e l Oft a storago m odium without decoding tho chann e l with a 
- decod e r coupled to q transport output suob that th e rocordod channel is not dogradod, 
whoroin tho transport output oan b e s e l e ctively d e oouplod from tho dooodor; 

retrieving q pr e viously rooordod choim e l| -fl n d 
docoding the provioualy reoordod ohannel whilo recording tho chann e l on tho storage 
m e dium. 

11. (Canceled) A method as defined in claim 10 7 wherein the act of tuning and 
demodulating further comprises the act of selecting, by a user, the channel to be recorded. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 10, wherein th e at least one 
channel is compressed. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 10, wherein the act of 
recording the at least one c hannel further comprises the act of simultaneously displaying the at 
least one c hannel on a display device. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 13, wherein the act of 
displaying the at least one c hannel further comprises the act of decoding th e at least one channel 
with a decoder, wherein the decoder produces video output and audio outputs. 
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15, (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 10, further comprising the 

acts of: 

decoding a second channel already recorded on the storage medium while the at 
least one channel is recording on the storage medium; and 

displaying the second channe l, wherein the oeoond channel io not tuned by the 
cyot e m when th e s econd chann e l is display e d . 

16. (Canceled) A method as defined in claim 10, wherein the programming content is 
tuned and demodulated in a set top box having a tuner and a demodulator, wherein the 
programming content is received from a transponder of a satellite. 
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17. (Currently Amended) In a system receiving programming content from q 
programniing content provider, a device for recording a s e l e otod ohannol includod in th e 
programming wn* mt writhnnf rfftfTrnHi'ng . fhn nolootGd ohfitinol, the devic e comprigin i g: In a system 
having a set top box receiving digital programming content comprised of multiple channels, and 
wherein the programming content of each channel is provided to the se t top box in an encoded 
digital format determined bv the provider of the content, an apparatus for recording one or more 
selected channels without decoding them prior to recording so as to store them in the same 
encoded digital format as determined bv the content provider in order not to degrade the 
recording quality of the selected channels, the apparatus comprising: 

tuner and a demodulator adapted for receiving and operating on the digital 
programming content to identify multiple channels contained bv the programming 
content and wherein the content of each channel is encoded in a digital format that is 
determined bv a content provider and wherein the digital format of at least one channel is 
other than MPEG: 

a transport coupled to the output of the demodulator and adapted to demultiplex 
the multiple channels of the transp ort stream in order to permit selection of the at least 
one channel: and 

a storage device coupled to the transport for recording the at least one channel 
without decoding it so as to store it using the same digital format with which the at least 
one channel was received at the set top box in order to store the digital content of the at 
least one channel without degrading it 

a tun e r that lunoo the programming content to a plurality of chann e ls includ ed-in 
the programming content; 
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^-dem odulator that d e modulat e s th e plurality of ohonndo tuned by th e tuner; 

a transport, wherein th e transport rooeiv e s th e plurality of chonnols d e modulated 
by tho demodulator and demultiplexes th e plurality of channels to produce the sel e ct e d 
chann e l at a transport output that is conn e cted to a decoder, wher e in th e transport-output 
can he s e l e ctiv e ly d e esuplod from th e decoder; and 

ft-a torage medium for receiving and recording th e selected chann e l wh en-tfee 
transport is decoupl e d from th e d e cod er- ouoh that th e se l e cted channel io recorded on th e 
Gtorag e m e dium without d e grading th e s el e cted channo l. 

18. (Canceled) A device as defined in claim 17, wherein the selected channel being 
recorded is included in the plurality of channels tuned by the tuner. 

19. (Currently Amended) An apparatu s dovieo as defined in claim 17, further 
comprising a w h e r e in th e decoder that i s connected to the storage medium such that a previously 
recorded channel may be decoded and displayed on a display device while th e at least one 
selected channel is recorded on the storage medium. 

20. (Currently Amended) An apparatus d e vic e as defined in claim 19?, wherein the 
decoder is also coupled to the t ranspo rt so that a selected channel output from the transponder 
may be simultaneously directeds th e select e d chann e l -to both the storage mediu m for recording 
and to the decode r for display of the selected channel as it is recorded . 
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21. (Currently Amended) An apparatus d e vic e as defined in claim 17, further 
comprising a conditional access systemjfo r, tho conditional acoooo system determining whether 
tho devic e may dioplay th e ^ selected channel may be displayed . 
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